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GEMPASS 2024 GRANTS SUMMARY

STREAM 1: SEED FUNDING GRANTS (5)

1) Not just how but why: a closer look at the purpose and value of the medical school
admissions interview.

INVESTIGATORS
TITLE AND NAME ORGANISATION
1 Dr Lillian Smyth Australian National University
2 |A/Prof Alexandra Webb Australian National University
3 |A/Prof Krisztina Valter Australian National University

The project explores the perceived value of- and selection criteria captured by- the inclusion of a live
interview component in medical admissions interviews. This project addresses a gap in the literature, as
most medical education literature on admissions interviews focuses on either the structure (e.g. MMl vs
panel) or the impact of interview score on student outcomes (e.g. GPA, professionalism). There is little
literature on why an interview is included and what the interview is selecting for that other selection tools
cannot. In the context of the proliferation of asynchronous, automated and Al-based tools for
approximating an interview, we need to revisit the evidence base for the value added by a live interview.
The project is a pilot comprised of key informant interviews and document review from GEMPASS
schools. Data collected will include perceptions, attitudes and practices around the value of an interview
and the sorts of candidate attributes and abilities that can be assessed in this format. We are starting with
a domestic-only sample for two reasons. First, it will offer value to GEMPASS, as a survey of current
practice and perspectives. Second. This is an accessible pilot sample to determine if there is value in
scaling up.

2) Lessons learned from successful multi-disciplinary teams in healthcare

INVESTIGATORS
TITLE AND NAME ORGANISATION
1 |Prof Kylie MANSFIELD (Medicine) University of Wollongong
2 |A/Prof Lyndal PARKER-NEWLYN (Medicine) |[University of Wollongong
3 |Dr Lorraine FILDES (Nursing) University of Wollongong
4 |A/Prof Mim FOX (Social Work) University of Wollongong

The WHO has identified an increased need for the health professionals to work in multi-disciplinary teams
to mitigate the global health workforce crisis. In Australia, accreditation bodies of health professional
education programs recognise this and have included requirements for interprofessional education (IPE)
experiences in the delivery of education programs. This project aims to identify the characteristics of
successful multi-disciplinary teams. Data will be collected using a mixed method approach; 1. interviewing
members of clinical teams that are recognized for their effective collaboration (palliative care/ critical
care) and 2. distributing a survey instrument, the Interprofessional Collaborative Scale, to healthcare
workers from a variety of clinical settings to identify other effective multi-disciplinary teams, based on
communication, feelings of isolation and accommodation. Interviews will be transcribed verbatim and

GEMPASS 2024 GRANTS SUMMARY Page 1



GEMPASS Australia

Graduate Entry Medical Program Application & Selection Service

thematically analysed to identify the key themes and characteristics of effective multidisciplinary teams
that are consistently present among these clinical teams. Interview transcripts will also be analysed using
the practice architecture framework to identify how the multi-disciplinary team practice is impacted by
the clinical environment. We will then map the identified characteristics to IPE activities to identify how
these activities can be used to enhance these characteristics in students enrolled in professional health
education degrees.

3) 3 WA Medical Schools Community Engagement in Selection

INVESTIGATORS
TITLE AND NAME ORGANISATION

1 | Dr Vanessa Vaughan University of Western Australia
2 | Ms Bonnie Beasant University of Western Australia
3 | Prof Jane Courtney Notre Dame

4 | Dr Heidi Waldron Curtin

5 | Dr Helen Wilcox University of Western Australia
6 | Dr Scott McCoombe University of Western Australia
7 | Dr Brid Phillips University of Western Australia
9 | Dr Rebecca Anglin University of Western Australia

This project aims to evaluate current alignment of selection processes with community priorities in three
WA medical schools. Despite a commitment to producing doctors that meet the healthcare needs of the
communities they serve, Australian medical schools may not have sufficiently robust community
engagement frameworks to meet the Australian Medical Council’s new accreditation requirements. This is
particularly the case for admission and selection criteria, where efforts to engage wider community have
largely been informal with limited if any evaluation to date.

By inviting open and honest feedback from Western Australian community members, outputs from this
project will inform a larger project aimed at increasing this alignment through community co-design.
Findings from this project will be disseminated to GEMPASS member schools, allowing their adoption of
community feedback relevant to their own programs and accreditation requirements.

4) Improving transparency in medical school admission and selection processes

INVESTIGATORS
TITLE AND NAME ORGANISATION
1 | Assoc/Prof Matthew McGrail | The University of Queensland
2 | DrJordan Fox The University of Queensland
3 | Dr Priya Martin The University of Queensland
4 | Prof Wendy Hu Western Sydney University

The primary aim of this study is to understand the challenges of graduate entry Australian medical
programs in making admissions information transparent and publicly available, relating to all entry
pathways. The secondary aim is to identify and prioritise potential solutions to improve admissions
transparency. Primary data will be collected from universities with graduate entry pathway(s) through
interviews with admissions staff. It is intended this study will engage both with medical schools who
currently are, and are not part of GEMPASS. It is expected that this study will set the groundwork for a
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larger project which will nominally seek to publicly release admissions information for all medical schools
via a central resource. Transparency in admissions processes is important for medical school applicants
deciding where to apply, including where multiple pathways exist within the same university. This is
especially critical for underrepresented groups including those of rural origin and lower socioeconomic
status. In addition to the benefit to applicants, moving towards a structure where all medical schools have
admissions information consistently and transparently available via a central resource is likely to allow
medical schools to work together to ensure fair, and equitable admissions processes, particularly for
underrepresented applicant groups.

5) Embedding Health & Society into the Medical Curriculum: MD2025

INVESTIGATORS
TITLE AND NAME ORGANISATION
1 | Assoc/ Prof Leigh Wilson University of Wollongong
2 | Dr Christine Metusela University of Wollongong
3 | Assoc/ Prof Lyndal Parker-Newlyn| University of Wollongong
4 | Dr Colin Cortie University of Wollongong
5 | Professor Rowena lvers University of Wollongong
6 | Professor Zsuzsoka Kecskes University of Wollongong

AIM:

To develop, implement, and evaluate a novel approach to embed the Australian Medical Council (AMC)
Graduate Outcomes for Domain 3 (Health and Society) as a vertically integrated component of the MD at
the Rural Clinical School at the University of Wollongong in 2025.

SIGNIFICANCE:

This project is significant because it provides depth and cohesion to the Health and Society component of
the medical curriculum in all phases of learning. By embedding health and society workshops that link to
body systems, students will learn how to embed sustainability, systems thinking, Sustainable
Development Goals, impacts of climate change, advocacy, culture and diversity, and population health,
into best practice across all years of the curriculum.

EXPECTED OUTCOMES:

It is anticipated that using a workshop approach in conjunction with a flipped classroom model, students
will be more engaged in the health and society curriculum which is often fragmented. By vertically
integrating the Health and Society Theme across all years of learning, students will be better prepared for
rural clinical practice when they graduate.

BENEFITS:

If successful, this model could be used by other GEMPASS medical schools to meet

the AMC 2025 medical graduate outcomes for Health and Society.
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